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Here hath been a time when the prudent hath kept ſie 
lence, but now Wiſdom hath opened her mouth, 
and will be juſtified of all her Children, for the 

» Lordis reviving theSpirit that hath been impiſQ, 

ned, andtaking the yoak from off the diſciples necks, and is 

gcing on in the Name of his power, to make his creature a free 
creature, & his people a free people,and the Nation that ſerves 
him, & obeys his Law, a free Nation ; and the thundrings of his 
power is gone forth, and his Light is riſen to difcoverand de- 
{troy that which hath deceived the Nations, and togivea dif. 
cerning unto all , of their freedom from their bondage , a4 
in what it ſtands ; and that is to be caſt out which gendrechrg 
the bondage of Soul , Spirit or Conſcience , in any exerciſe 
of worſhip, or obedience unto God, which ſprings from tlie 
meaſure of his own life , which muſt not be. hindered, nox 
quenched by any Law, Power or Pretence whatſoever. There. 
fore from the free Spirit of Life and Liberty in Chriſt Jeſus, 
this is Proclaimed to the whole Nation,and the Nations round 
abour, cotake. off their bondage, and to take away their re» 
proach , which hath lain upon them for want of theLife of 

Chriſt,, which is now riſen to do-its own work , and perfe( 
its own praiſe, and to deliver its own feed whereloever it hath 
been in Captivity,. the power of life muſt deliver it, from all 
that which cauſeth ſhame and reproach, whichis the iniqui» 
ty. and tranſgreſion of the life of Chriſt , which is the Ori» 
pinal Cauſe of bondage to every Nation , which the Lord 
hath promiſed to take away in one day, Zac.3.9. And his 
work and power ſhall be known by its fruit , J/hich' # t» tak 
eway their ſin, Eſa.27. 9. Onegreat yoak of bondage which 
1s upon. the ſubjeAs and ſeed of Godin this Nation , and 0+ 
thers, 1s, that miniſtery, which is not free, neither will Minjs 
fier without money, and the people is not freeto hearthem, 
yet a yoak of bondage 1s laid upon them,to pay them; and this 
iniquity 15 eſtabliſhed by a Law ; ſo here is neither free preach- 
ing , nor frec hearing ,. unto which the free Spirit raiſed up 
Mm this Nation, declareth thus ; A 
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That every one that will Miniſter , muſt do it freely, and as 
of the Ability which God giveth him, andas the Oracle of 
God, and that no profeſſion of people may maintain anothers 
Miniſter 3 but that there may be a free Preaching , anda free 
Hearing among all Pecple, that ſoit may bea free Nation , 
and they that will have Teachers according to their own luſts 
and judgements, they to maintain them; and that there 
may never any ſuch iniquity be eſtabliſhed by a Law, as for 
Ne ſort of people to maintain anothers Miniſter, for this 
hath cauſed heart-burnings, envy and ſtrife, inſomuch that 
little Juſtice could be done for the Nation , by reaſon of the 
cry of complainers and opprelfors , as at every Parliament, 
every high Court , every Afſizes, and Selſions, and petty 
Courts,there hath ſome(pretended Miniſter or other been pre- 
ſeating Addreſles, Petitions or Complaints, and ſo hath ſtopt 
the Juſt and Lawful proceedings of the aftairs of the Nation; 
which interruption may eahlily be prevented , and the Courts 
of Juſtice freed from ſuch brawling and unceaſeable com- 
plants, which hath been more interruption to } uſtice , then 
any thing in the Nation beltdes, and hath more hindered the 
peoples deliverance from being a free people, anda free Na» 
tion, then any thing in the Nation belides; fſolct every form 
and profeilion of Religion maintain theirown Miniſter, and 
maintain their own Poor , which are crying at their Meeting= 
houſe doors, and in the ſtreets, in the Name of their God, 
for ſome relief, that ſothere may nor bea beggar in England; 
for herein the Chriſtians in name, -are become even a re- 
proach among the Heathens, to ſee their own fleth ſtand naked 
and uncovercd in the ftreets , and Steeple-houfe doors , and 
at their doors, and they turn their ears from the Poor , and 
forgets God, and looſes the bowels of Compathon,and are nor 
mercitnl, as the Father which is in Heaven is merciful 3 and 


to walss nut according to the Scriptures , but 15a diſgrace to 
Relivion, andevena reproach among the Heathen ; foletno 
movie te Cry of the Prieſts, nor of the poor be heard in our- 
land; theones Ying tor Laws, to perlecute and receive mo» 
neyot tnoie, whothey preach notunto, which receives no 


teaching i.om them s which cry is intollerable, to be heard or 
luteredinatlice Coinmon=wealthz And the other for want 
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of the creatures of God, whenas others ſpend the creatures 


of God upon their luſts exceſſively, and ſo the Creation is our he 
of order; but thoſe that are come into the Goſpel Miniſtration anc 
and to be taughtof ctheLord, and have recieved Chrift |e. mit 
ſus the Lord, and walk in him ; it is not ſo amongſt as, for the of, 
creatures of God are not ſpent upon theluſt, nor deſtroyed; Fre 
neither is there a beggaramongſt us , whoaretruly of us, in ſon 
the obedience of truth; ſorthat we do not deſire that any peo- thai 
ple or profeſſion in the Nation ſhould maintain our poor, for of | 
they are our own fleth, without refpet of perſons; for if any of beli 
us have of this Worlds good, &lee our Brother ftand in need, con 
& (huts up the bowels of compaſſion from him, the love of God int 
doth not dwell in.us; neither doth any other maintain thoſe give 
that Miniſter unto us the Word and Dottrine ;ſo we according the 
to the royal Law of Liberty , delire to do unto others, as we | ew. 
would have them do unto us;and thus tobe a free people anda Proj 
free Nation. So every form & profeſſion will en;oy their own niſte 
Minifter, vill they come to know Him, unto whom the gathe- did! 
rings of the people muſt be, viz. Chriſt ; ſothat neither Par- gre 
lament, Aflizes, Seſſions nor Courts will have any thing to do the( 
X m matters of Religion, but to keep the peace of the Nation; or C 
- Andthen he that hath che Word of God, may fpeak his Word Imp! 
faithfully and freely, without interruption 3 ſo that the Gol- good 
pel of God may have its free courſe, and be glorified. And up or 
that great oppreſſion of Tithes (which lyes heavy upon the and 
whole Nation } which God raiſed up his Spirit in ce Army ed th 
once to-teſtihe againſt, may be taken away,that what was then Mini 
pretended may be now fultlled, and the people eaſcd of rheir now, 
opprefhions which they have long felt che burthen of, and to re! 
groaned under, that ſo(as a free peopleJthey may be delivered Wore 
from thar bondage, and the Law may be difanaul ed by which ple w 
that bondage is impoſed upon them, So this will beget love hath1 
in. the Nation, and all perſecution, cruelty and bitterneſs hath 
will cezſe, and every one may freely and quietly enjoy the willt 
fruit of his own labour; then with much freedomand chear- hath | 
fulne(s, will every one Miniſter of his ſubſtance unto all ne- hath 
ceſſary uſes, knowing that the earth and the fulneſs of it is the come 
Lords; and when this univerſal love and free Spirit is begots and 


ren among people, then will Righteouſneſs eſtabliſh the Nas 
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tion 3 and that will be brought forth , which many ſincere 
hearts and tender Conſciences hath waited for, ſeveral years; 
and many have been even almoſt weary and faint, in their 
minds, in Waiting for that, which they once had a lively fight 
of, and hopes to enjoy, in the Lords Promiſe of Liberty and 
Freedom opened 1n their underſtandings ten years fince, itt- 
ſomuch that ſome have been ready totempt God, and ſay, 
that he was ſlack concerning his Promiſe; and fome, for want 
of long patience, hath left off expe&ing that which they once 
believed and hoped for z but God is reviving the hopes of the 
contrite ones , and mn them that had ſaid, there was no hope 
in them , is be renewing ſtrength, to believe that God will 

ive Judges as at the firſt, and Councellors as at the beginning; 
the Judges at the firſt, were not to Judge for gifts, nor-for 
rewards; nor the Prieſts was. not to preach for hire, nor the 
Prophets were not to Divine for money, but the [ndges did Mi- 
niſter [uſtice freely between man and man ; and the Prieſts 
did Miniſter the Law freely, which was added upon all tranſ- 
erefſion ; ſo in thoſe dayes here were no Prieſts /that troubled 
theCourts, Judges,nor Councellors, with Addrefles,Petitions, 
or Complaints for maintenance ; na ſuing atthe Law, no 
Impriſoning mens perſons for wages, nor noſpoiling of mens 
goods, and there was not ſuch delayes in executeing judgement 
vxon-trauſgreſſors as 15 now, for the Judges ſatin the gate, 
andexecuted judgement ſpeedily upon the offender, &clean(- 
ed the land of evil doers, and fo every one was to wait on his 
Miniſtry, which he had received from the Lord,and are to do ſo 
now,if they doit unto the Lord;hethat judgeth for God,is not 
toreſpe& any mans perſon in judgement, and he that hath the 
word of the Kingdom 1s to Miniſter it freely,and then the peo- 
ple will Miniſter their carnal things, freely, to every one that 
hathneed;ſo that, whereas even from the Prieſt tothe people;al 
hath been given to covetouſneſs,ſtrife% debate; every one now 
will be given to love and freenefle one to another; forhe that 
hath ſpiritual things, will Minifter them freely, and he that 
bath carnal things, will Minifter them freely, and ſc will all 
come from under the execution of the Law, and from all ſtrife 
and contention, 
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Amntther great oppreſſion, wherein iniquity is upheld by a Law , is in ths : 
Miniſiration of the Law between man and man, it not being dye fires 
ly, ſo not, as in the begining, th 

E that. doth Miniſter the Law , let him do it freely f@s = 

H the Lord , and for righteouſnefle ſake; andlet himbs be 

as one of the Judges in the beginning, and as one of the couns _ 


cellors, whoſe eyes were not blinded with gifts and rewards; 8 
and ſo it will come to be a free nation, and then every mag Pit 
will not ſeek his own, but every one anothers good, & then will 


pure love ſpring up to one another, & one will ſeek to preſerve ” 
and ſave another, and not devour & deltroy one another abour 4 
| earthly things as now they do; ſo Chriſts ſpirit will be found tl 
Fo among all ſorts of people, Miniſters of the Lair, Miniſters gf c. 
the Goſpel,and ſubjeCts of the nation, which were tofave mens ra 
lives, not to deſtroy them; and then the Scriptures which caq- 


10t be broken will be fulfilled, and pzace will be extended 4; 
a river,and righteouſneſleas a mighty ſtream. 6 


For it is this ſpirit which I have mentioned,in Lawyer & Priefs 


. % . * : tile 
(which did;notMinitter freely, but for covetous ends hath made wie 
merchandize of peoples ſouls and cltatcs, that hath broken 2 
the peacc of this Nation, as many hath had a deep experience, "ry 
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nefſe went forth from the Prieſts into all the carth, as it doth 
From thoſe in Englan4 which are in the ſame ſtate; now ſee 
char ſin and covetouſneſle is*a reproach to any people, as Sa/-= 
mor faith, Prov-14. 22. and itis that which brings them into 
bondage from being a free people 3 now if none may Munſter 
the Law, but thoſe that do it freely,as untothe Lord,and as his 
Miniſters , then that coverous , felf-ſecking ſpirit will be 
purged out in Judges, Councellors, Lawyers, Attorneys, and 
Solicitors, which wonld devour the creation, to ſpend upon 
their own luſts, that ſeeks for great places,to inrich ne ar 
and deftroy others, {o that equity, Law and Juſtice is loſt, and 
the free Vinſt ration of it in this Nation; fo that in many cal= 
e, aman had better fuffer hiniſelt co be defrauded, then to 
ſeck to the Law for | uitice , the a-ltminiſtration cf it is become 
ſocorrupr, and the law is fo perverted by them, that a man is 
not(uffcred to plead his own caute,bur is forced to hire a Laws 
yer,oran Attorney 3 and men are fiot ſuſtered to bear a true 
and fairhful witnetſe, nor to have the truth and juſineſſe of 
their cauſe confirmed by the mouth of two or three witneſſes, 
vithout (wearing, and fopecple 15 iti11l;ept in bondage by des 
ceit and oppreſſion from having the liberty of their pure con» 
ſciences;and ſo neither Law, Judges,nor Councellors are nove 
a5atthe beginning,norſuch as ought to bein a free Comman« 
wealth, 

Now whereas in your late proceedings, 1t 15 ordered and 
Tanted, rhat every one hall has e their free liberty ; firſt as an 
Engliſh man 3 ſecondly, asa Chriſtian,. which liberty hicherro 
we have not enjoyed; for as Exag/iſh men, we have not had our 
juſtliberty in the Nationzfirſt,as concerning the Lawzfecondly, 
a concerning the Vorthip of God; for inthis our own nati« 
on, and in our own Counties,where we have been well known 
(andalſo juſt and true, and of good report, and noevil juſtly 
laidto our charge ) have we been ſha mefully abuſed, whipped, 
ſtoned, priſoned, and both our bqdies and goods ſpoiked, - ac= 
counted as vagrants, and not permitted,as Eng/i/ men,to have 
theliberty of the Law,becaule we,as Chriſtians,could not tranſ» 
preſſe the commandment of Chriſt, which (aith ſpear not at all 
lothat if we inay have our liberty as Engl/i> men, then not to 
be perſecuted in our own countrey as Yagrants, where _ are 
NOWB 


known to be ne ſuch perſons; and from hence let a true'y 
mony, in yea or nay, be taken in our law without an oar 4 
he that can take liberty to ſwear, and ſo to break Chrifts eas 
mand, will take liberty to lye allo. And lecondly, if we; 
in;oy our liberty as Chriſtians ; then we are not to be fo 
alaw to maintain the Anti-chriſtian miniſters, nor to be fore 
to ſwear contrary to Chriſts command} and alſo that a&, a 
Law, is to beaboliſhed, which 1s to erlecute any for travelin 
on the firſt day of the week, yea, when many of that day hay 
but travelled to the worſhip of God, hath been impriſoned;a 
ſome their horſestaken from them,& never yet had them acai 
and this is contrary to the Chriſtians liberty, for the Cheri 
ans, and the diſciples of Chriſt, in the primartive time, tra 
led upon that day,and Chriſt himſelf travelled upon that day 
as you may read in Luke 24. 15, where twoof the Diſciples tx 
veled from Jeruſalem to a village called Emans . ( and Chy 
being rilen from the dead travelled with them)which wasf 
266 gpan about 6 furlongs, and that ſame day they travels 
ack again from Emars to fernſatem , verle 33. which ing 
1s about 15 miles,and if they had travelled other 15 miles may 
it was but the Chriſtians liberty, and nolaw to the contrap 
ſolet that be repealed, which binds and limits us from 1 
the Chriſtians liberty, and from walking as they walked..7 
Andletnot any magiſtrate be incouraged by you to alt 
ny cruelty or perſecution, from his will, upon any for theel 
Erciſe of their conſciences in the fear of God, m obedie 
to his will ; for the day of your tryal is come, and the « 
which will make all things manifeſt, and every work of 
ſorc it is. 4 
An oportunity hath been ppt into the hands of many, to 
for God who had no heart to improveit, but hath inuprowe 
their own intereſt for their own ambition,and God hath mag 
them as a reproach , and a'by-word among the people, ®t 
have ſought cheir own, and not anothers good, and have! 
buſed the power put into their hands; therefore you that hay 
not yet [+ pants day, nor time,redeem- it, Jeaſt the Lord cal 
you by alſo, asnot fit to do his work, as he hath done others 


THE END. 


